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South West TAFE respects your right to privacy 
When you study at South West TAFE or use any of our services, we may collect personal information from you to 
identify who you are. We respect this personal information and do our best to keep it safe and secure. In all 
circumstances, we are obliged to comply with the Victorian Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014, Commonwealth 
Privacy Act 1988 and the Health Records Act 2001, and with the privacy principles referred to in these Acts. 

Privacy Notice 
Under the Data Provision Requirements 2012, South West TAFE is required to collect personal information about 
you and to disclose that personal information to the National Centre for Vocational Education Research Ltd 
(NCVER). 

Your personal information (including the personal information contained on this enrolment form), may be used or 
disclosed by South West TAFE for statistical, administrative, regulatory and research purposes. South West 
TAFE may disclose your personal information for these purposes to: 

• Commonwealth and State or Territory government departments and authorised agencies; and 
• NCVER. 

Personal information that has been disclosed to NCVER may be used or disclosed by NCVER for the following 
purposes: 

• populating authenticated VET transcripts; 
• facilitating statistics and research relating to education, including surveys and data linkage; 
• pre-populating RTO student enrolment forms; 
• understanding how the VET market operates, for policy, workforce planning and consumer information; 

and 
• administering VET, including program administration, regulation, monitoring and evaluation. 

You may receive a student survey which may be administered by a government department or NCVER employee, 
agent or third-party contractor or other authorised agencies. Please note: you may opt out of the survey at the time 
of being contacted. 
NCVER will collect, hold, use and disclose your personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act 
1988 (Cth), the National VET Data Policy and all NCVER policies and protocols (including those published 
on NCVER's website). More information is available about NCVER's Privacy Policy. 

Why do we collect personal information? 
When you enrol we ask you for personal information so that we can identify you as a student of South West TAFE 
and so that we can contact you (to pass on your results, for example). We try to only collect the information we 
need, though sometimes we ask questions which are required by government departments, such as: “what is 
your highest level of schooling?” We may also ask for personal information so we can offer extra assistance if 
relevant, such as: “do you have a disability?” 

What is Sensitive Information? 

Sensitive information is personal information that includes information or an opinion about an individual’s: 

• racial or ethnic origin 

• political opinions or associations 

• religious or philosophical beliefs 

• trade union membership or associations 

• sexual orientation or practices 
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• criminal record 

 

 

• health or genetic information 

• some aspects of biometric information. 

Generally, sensitive information has a higher level of privacy protection than other personal information. 

How do we collect personal information? 
We generally collect your personal information from your enrolment form. There may also be times where we 
collect information from other forms such as a Practical Placement Application Form, where work placement is a 
part of your course. 

What do we do with the information we collect? 
Generally, the information we collect about you stays within South West TAFE and is shared between your 
teaching department, our data team, the Finance Department, and other support services such as the Library and 
Student Services. Sometimes we are required to disclose information to other organisations. For example: 

 If your training is taking place as a result of a Registered Training Agreement, we will report on your 
progress to your employer or host employer. 

 Where required by law we will report to other government bodies such as Centrelink or the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 

 We provide information to our funding body, the Higher Education and Skills Group, for their annual 
audit and survey of participating students. 

Of course, where we do provide information to another agency, they are also required to respect your privacy. 

How do I know the information is correct? 
We will do everything we can to make sure that the information we hold about you is up to date and correct. You 
can help us by filling out your enrolment form carefully and letting our Customer Service team know when any of 
your personal details change. You can do this by sending an email to learn@swtafe.edu.au 

Can I access my personal information? 
You have a right to access your personal information, subject to some exceptions allowed by law. If you would like 
to do so, speak with a Customer Service Officer. For security reasons, we will ask you to put your request in 
writing, and we reserve the right to charge a fee for locating the information, depending on the difficulty of the 
request. If the information is incorrect we will do our best to correct it as soon as possible after you tell us. 

Can a third party access my information? 
Unless required by law, we are unable to share your information with a third party without your permission. If a 
third party such as your employer or a family member (if you are over 18) – requests information about you, we ask 
for your written permission to do so before we share it. 

What happens if I don’t provide my personal information? 
You can choose not to provide your personal details, but then we may not be able to provide you with all the 
services you require and, in some circumstances, it will affect your enrolment into a course. 
What do I do if I want to know more? 
If you want to know more about what sort of personal information we hold and what we do with it, contact: 

 
Privacy Officer 
South West TAFE 
P O Box 674 | WARRNAMBOOL | 3280 
feedback@swtafe.edu.au 
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